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purely legal, in which legal knowledge would be of value, such as social work, 
business, law librarianship, etc. 

The bulletin will be of value to students who contemplate entering the 
legal profession, both in helping them to decide that point and in providing 
information regarding their subsequent procedure. 

Luther Leech 



Health teaching in elementary schools. — ^There is increasing evidence that 
the schools are attacking the problem of health education in a much more 
serious manner than was customary in the prewar years. An encouraging 
sign of the progress in this field is the manner in which certain agencies are 
settling down to the task of providing concrete curriculum material and the 
methods for teaching it. An excellent example of this type of work is provided 
in a recent bulletin' of the Bureau of Education. 

According to the statement of the authors, the aims of the pamphlet are •" 
(i) to define the goals for an effective program of health education in our 
schools, (2) to analyze the various factors of school and community that form 
an integral part of this program, and (3) to outUne in a general way the school 
health activities and the methods of teaching that may prove successful. In 
the first part the authors give a number of general suggestions relating to health 
education in every grade. In the second part more specific suggestions are 
given, and a specific plan for health education in the various grades is outlined. 

The outstanding feature of this pamphlet, which gives it prestige over 
many other contributions in this field, is that the health teaching proposed is 
psychologically adapted to the interests of the pupils and that the activities 
are provided on the play-level. For instance, in the elementary grades health 
teaching is carried on as a game, the pupils participating in such activities as 
making health cartoons and learning health jingles and songs, while in the 
seventh and eighth grades and in the first year of the high school the health 
teaching deals with group interests. The jtraining in the latter grades is to 
be derived through participation in civic activities in clubs and student 
organizations. 

The content of this bulletin, which is well adapted to the interests of 
pupils, provides many stimulating suggestions for the classroom teacher. 

W. D. Bowman 



Supplementary reading material. — ^The prevailing emphasis upon the 
practice of extensive silent reading in the schools has produced an increasing 
interest in a varied type of books which may be used for supplementary work 
either in the regular reading period or with any of the content subjects. The 

'J. Mace Anbress and Mabel C. Bragg, Health Teaching in the Elementary 
Schools. "Health Education Bulletin," No. 10. Washington: Department of the 
Interior, 1921. Pp. 107. 
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large number of books in this class makes an extended review of each prohibi- 
tive, but a brief note often serves as a guide to teachers in the selection of such 
books. 

Perhaps the most outstanding recent book of this t)rpe is the abridged 
school edition of the autobiography of Edward Bok.' It tells the true story 
of a Dutch boy who came to America at the age of six, of his early schooling 
and his earnest efiorts to help his parents by after-school work, of his later experi- 
ences as a journalist, of his wide influence as an editor, and of his continual 
efforts to be of altruistic service to his adopted country. It would be difficult 
to find a more wholesome book for children in the upper grades and the high 
school, or one which would give a more stimulating example of Americanization. 
The book is worthy of a permanent place in the list of supplementary readers 
which is common to American schools. 

A second book," which will make a particular appeal to pupils in com- 
mercial or industrial classes, has been prepared by two English teachers, one 
from Boston University, the other from a Boston high school. The book 
contains a series of short selections from well-known American authors. These 
stories are alike in their emphasis of the common work-experiences of life, 
presenting such ideals as self-reliance, courage, dependability, determination, 
and loyalty. Each selection is followed by special exercises adapted to a 
varied type of school use. The book is not a technical reader, but rather a 
group of cultural selections with a high moral tone, emphasizing the ethics of 
everyday living. It is suitable for use in the upper grades or the junior high 
school. 

A reader of a somewhat different type* has for its primary purpose the 
presentation of the rudiments of the subject of fire prevention for use in the 
public schools. The book accomplishes its aim in a imique manner. The 
major portion of it consists of a vivid story of the experience of a group of boys 
and a Genie, named the Flame Fiend. The purpose of the story is to present 
such vivid pictures of fire danger that pupils will adopt a permanent attitude 
of carefulness. This story is reinforced by an appendix of facts relating to 
fire hazards and losses, together with questions, theme and debate topics, and 
other forms of school exercises. The book would make an excellent text 
either for a short course in fire prevention or for supplementary work in an 
English class. 

A new nature book,* dealing with bird life, attempts to give a popular 
introduction to the subject at an elementary level. The author has chosen 

' Edward Bok, A Dutch Boy Fifty Years After. New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1921. Pp. xxii+212. 

' Roy Davis and Frederick G. Getchell, Stories of the Day's Work. Boston: 
Ginn & Co., 1921. Pp. vii-l-318. $1.28. 

3 Hallie L. Jameson. The Flame Fiend. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1921. Pp. 
viii-(-i8i. 

* Inez N. McFee, Little Friends in Feather. New York: Barse & Hopkins, 1921. 
Pp. 240. $2.50. 
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the better known tj^jes of birds and has presented them in an entirely informal 
manner, giving their common names, a brief description of size, color, nest, 
etc., and a series of simple observations and anecdotes concerning each. The 
numerous illustrations are very good. The general character of the book 
makes it imsuitable as a text, but it would be a very useful addition to a 
schoolroom library. 

A series of travel stories of life in the Holy Land is provided in a recent 
book' which is designed primarily for classes in religious education. The 
narrative structure is interesting, and the facts presented are well chosen. 
It is written for children at the upper-grade level. The general content, as 
well as the selection of illustrations, make the book of considerable value for 
supplementary use. 
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